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November 8, 1999 


Prof. Peter Caspar 
Department of Chemistry 
Washington University 
Campus Box 1134 
St. Louis, MO 63130 

Dear Peter: 

You referred to me the 2 September 1999 letter from Levitt to 
Holmes and an 9 October 1999 letter from Manville to Levitt. I 
thank you for the complimentary comments. I will try to clarify 
the matter under study. 

The carryover of the use in America of the word "shilling” 
and its value into the 19th century is confusing to Americans as 
well as to those in England and Scotland. 

The situation had nothing to do with the sterling shilling of 
England or its value. No shilling coin circulated in America and 
it was a foreign exchange item if an English shilling came to 
America. 

As you know there were several systems of moneys of account 
in America prior to independence and these developed due to 
inflation, regulation and the use of separate paper money by each 
colony. There were five such systems and I limit my remarks to 
two of them because they apply to the problem raised by the 
construction matters. 

In all five colonies (later 7 states) in New England the 
money of account was 6 shillings to the Spanish dollar or 16 2/3 
cents per money of account shilling. In New York the money of 
account was 8 shillings to the Spanish dollar or 12 1/2 cents per 
money of account shilling. Only in New York was the shilling 
called a bit because it equalled 1 real or l/8th of a Spanish 
dollar (the piece of 8 reales). 

When the Constitution of the United States was adopted in 
178 9 and US coinage began in dollars and cents in and after 17 93 
the US dollar was virtually the same as the Spanish dollar. Books 
were kept by merchants, and others in any convenient system they 
chose and many continued the money of account shilling of their 
own area for unit pricing and small transactions. Larger 
transactions and totals in dollars were common, but small new 
monetary units were difficult for the general public to adopt as 


they had become accustomed to pricing and wages in local money of 
account shillings. There were no pence in circulation, only left¬ 
over American state copper coinage (1785-1788) and mostly 
counterfeit George III British halfpence, all of which fluctuate 
in value from 14 to 18 to the money of account shilling except 
during periods when as many as 48 to the money of account shilling 
were demanded by sellers of merchandise. As US coinage worked 
into circulation it was easier in New York because a U.S. 25 cent 
coin and a Spanish or Mexican 2 reales was worth 2 money of 
account shillings and a US 50 cent coin and a Spanish or Mexican 4 
reales coin worth 4 shillings, etc. There was no US coin worth 1 
shilling but there were Spanish and Mexican 1 real pieces in 
circulation worth 1 shilling in New York. 

In New England there was a total misfit between circulating 
small coins and the money of account as there always had been. 
The people were excellent in calculating odd amounts and 16 2/3 
cents, 33 1/3 cents, 66 2/3 cents were readily used in calculation 
into the decimal system values if necessary. 

If New York workers or arrivals were solicited to come to New 
England for temporary work the wages they could have been offered 
were in New York money of account so they understood what they 
were going to get. They would receive more shillings than if they 
were offered New England money of account shillings. So it was 
perfectly possible to have two separate payroll standards for a 
New England project because of different sources of workers moved 
in for a construction period. 

I do not want to divert you by referring to material I have 
written on the general subject, but believe the foregoing will 
help you solve the natural confusion you have trying to be 
logical. 

If you still need more information I will try to help. 

The problem of foreign immigrants getting jobs in America 
created many odd situations. At least the Scotch and Irish had no 
language problem but so many others did. 


I hope I have been helpful, 


WASHINGTON • UNIVERSITY - IN • ST • LOUIS 


Department of Chemistry 



Department of Chemistry, Campus Box 1134, Washington University, One Brookings Drive, Saint Louis, Missouri 63130-4899 

Departmental Phone: (314)935-6530 Fax: (314)935-4481 http://www.chemistry.wustLec!u 
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July 3,2000 


Prof. Peter Caspar 
Department of Chemistry 
Washington University 
St. Louis, MO 63130 


Dear Peter: 

You have asked us for a copy of the unfinished opinion of Walter Breen as to the 
Mexican gold ingots in connection with working up data and possibly comments on the 
Buttrey-Hodder matter. This request follows your reading of the Hodder material just 
published by ANS in the American Journal of Numismatics, Vol. XI. During the 
long numismatic association with you we have never denied any request firom you for 
available data unless it is specifically confidential or restricted in our possession. 
Accordingly we are furnishing you with the following: 

1. Photocopy of “Preliminary Report” by Breen on Mexican gold ingots. The 
handwritten portions are in Breen’s hand and in purple ink in the original. 

2. Photocopy of letter dated April 9, (apparently 1974) fi:om Walter Breen to Stanley 
Applebaum relating to the Mexican gold ingot matter. This letter was quoted from 
and offered for sale in a George Kolbe auction a year or so ago. 

You have previously furnished us with a copy of a letter dated April 22,1974 from 
John Ford to Walter Breen relating to the Mexican gold ingot matter. It mentions Stanley 
Applebaum of First Coin Investors where Breen was employed as a vice president and 
Herb Melnick was coimected in some way. 

Before you submit anything in writing to anyone else on this subject and before you 
communicate the enclosed information to anyone we would like an opportunity to make 
suggestions prior to each time you do so. This is also of great importance because you 
are a potential nominee for the ANS Council which has published articles by both Hodder 
and Buttrey. There is no effort to deter or prevent you from expressing yourself. 

Please ask for anything else you may need from us. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 



*fV 


EDWARD ROEHRS 


_a— .n r T BWi ~—^— ^~r^~' ~ <m 

Tt ■M^-r f'iM— ■■■Mirr— 'rfHT‘~'- ——— ■—■ «I 

RFD #652 ■ Arecibo, Puerto Rico 00612 

Tei. Home; (787) 881-1173 

Fax; (787) 881 -3749 


April 28/ Telephoned Harry Forroan ar Forman & Bauer 
1-215-663-1814 in Cheltenham Pa. on the advice of 
Erik Newman to ask him if he ever heard of Adrian 
Van Leuwen. He never heard of him. Told me to Call 
Michael Hodder at Stacks and ask him about the *'16'* 
John Burger piece. Telephoned him at Stacks. He was 
in Rhode Island call tomorrow , 

April 28 / Eric Newman told me to call Harvey Stack 
and ask him if he ever heard of a dealer called 
Adrian Van Leuwin. He never heard of him.Harvey 
Stack told me to call Michael Hodder in Rhode 
Island at 1“603-569-8265. 

He also told me that in a case like mine where I 
bid on 6 platinum forgeries in their April 23 Sale 
the girls were instructed to send my request for 
purchasing them from the successful bidder. 

April 23, called Hodder,in Rhode Island. Michael 
Hodder said; " I cannot say definitely that the 
piece in a forgery but I can say that if the piece 
was brought in to me for auction I would simplv sav 
the piece is sold "as is","That is if 1 would 

consider selling the piece at all”. I would not 
mention John Burger”, 

Hodder saw the 1761 J, Santiago piece in 1989 which 
was brought into him by a dealer (?) Bill dark He 
wasen't sure if Clark wanted to sell the piece or 
^ust to have Hodder confirm it's authenticity, 

thougnt the piece was rather new looking. 

Popayan piece in England in 
1995. With the same reservations. 

00000 

Eric: Have you ever heard of Bill Clark???? 
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Subj. Which moves - the collar or the lower die 

Date: 10/10/2006 4:26:05 PM Central Standard Time 

From: 

To: (( 


Ertc, 

On the Boulton press the collar moved up after the blank was pushed onto 
the lower die by the feed fingers to surround the blank while it was being 
struck, and then moved down on the neck of the lower die so that the struck 
coin could be knocked off the lower die in preparation for the feeding of 
another blank. This information came from G. F. Ansell, "The Royal Mint" 

3rd edn., London, 1871. 

Hope the last minute headaches with the museum are subsiding, and things 
are going smoothly in preparation for the opening. 



Peter 













Subj; book title 

Date: 5/6/2011 4:52:35 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: 

To: I 

Dear Eric. 

Thank you for your phone call today. As always, I enjoyed our 
conversation greatly. The book I mentioned, that I want to give you 
if your library doesn't already possess it is: 

"Tales of the Mississippi" authors: Samuel, Huber, and Ogden, quarto 
published in 1955. 

If all goes well, I will be able to return your coins in about a week. 
Warmest regards from Carole and me to you and Evelyn. 

Peter 






Subj; Re: Dionysius Lardner 

Date: 7/8/2008 7:21:42 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time 

From: f’ 

'A 


Dear Eric, 

Thank you for your nice message. It is good to hear that you and Evelyn are so happy at 
your new place on Martha's Vineyard. It may be selfish of us, but Carole and I hope that 
eventually you will come back to St. Louis. We miss you already! 

I emailed you a listing for the only set of Lardner on metals that I could locate, after a long 
and at times frustrating search. Google has several hundred thousand hits for Dionysius 
Lardner, and I found this set after narrowing the search to reduce the number of entries to a 
manageable size. My email from the bookdealer's website was supposed to contain a 
message from me, but I messed it up. Let me know whether you are planning to order this 
set. The $600 price seems high but not out of line. My search engine for antiquarian books 
didn't locate this particular Lardner, although it did find others. 

I wish I knew whether Lardner commissioned a Mint officer to write this articuie, or 
whether it was adapted from one of the many descriptions of the Boulton press. The 
description of the coining operation sounds somewhat familiar. 

All the best. It has become very hot and humid here, but at least the floodwaters are 
reced ing. 

Warmest regards to Evelyn. 

Peter 

At 08:41 AM 7/4/2008, you wrote: 

Dear Peter: 

Happy Independence day. We are luxuriating at our new joint and many of our friends, relatives and 
neighbors have come to see what was done with our shack which became a miniature refurbished 
Alton. We may stay longer than we intended as many of our family are here at adjacent homes and 
many more are coming. 

I had the opportunity to read the Lardner publication you were kind enough to copy for me and it 
was fascinating. I am studying the striking mechanism but I find that the feeder mechanism with the 
nippers was one I had given a lecture on about 15 or so years ago so I presume that was a Boulton 
development as I even made a large cardboard replica of the nippers and gave it away to one of the 
audience. 

I hope you are making progress on finding a copy of Volume 3 for each of us and perhaps the rest 
of the articles on metal studies. I doubt if we are going to find anything new relating to coinage but 
one never knows. I may ask Moulton where he got his but hope you can locate a source without him 
as he is seeking other items for me. 

We have an osprey nest on top of a telephone or power pole within our view and the utility company 
is putting up used poles to attract the ospreys but they seem to have jurisdictional habits and do not 
want to be too close to another osprey family. 

Our best to you and yours. Eric 
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Subj; Fwd: research query 

Date; 09/12/2005 4:39:30 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

Eric: 

I sent this to the American Philosophical Society on August 29. While there has been no reply, it is 
possible that the wheels are grinding. I certainly wouldn't think of following up on this request until October. 

Peter 



Dear Mr. Levitt, 

Please forgive me if I am directing this inquiry to you inappropriately. 

Wearing my second academic hat as a numismatist, I have been working on the history of 
the royal Mint in the 19th century, in collaboration with Graham Dyer, OBE, recently retired 
Librarian and Curator of the Royal Mint. 

What has brought me to you is our interest in a former member of the American 
Philosophical Society, Henry W. Field, who served on the Royal Mint staff from 1818 until 1871 
and was Queen's Assay Master from 1851 to 1871. Field was a descendant of Cromwell and a 
man of many parts; his sculptural works were exhibited at the Royal Academy. 

The correspondence between Field and Sir John Herschel, former Master of the Mint, held 
in the archives of the Royal Society in London has revealed that in April, 1863 the American 
Philosophical Society was seeking photographs of all Its members, including Field and Herschel. 

My question Is whether the photograph of Field was received by your Society, whether it still 
exists, and, if so, whether we could obtain a scan of it. We would of course be willing to pay the 
costs for this process. The importance of this to us is that we do not know of a surviving 
photograph of Field, and we would like to identify him in an important anonymous group of 
photographs of Royal Mint Officers of the period. 

Thank you very much for any help you can provide on this matter. We are extremely 

g rateful. 


Peter Gaspar 




Subj; the splasher 

Date; 6/2/2008 12:31:03 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From; 

To: 

Eric: 

The other possibility that occurs to me is that the drop of brass 
might have been dropped on a pianchet, and then that raised blob of 
brass used as a locator to orient the pianchet on the lower die 
before striking. The orientation would have resulted from fitting 
that raised blob into the hollow of the head on the die. Such a 
process may be less demanding than dripping the brass onto the die 
and then striking the coin before the brass cooled to the point where 
it would not adhere to the pianchet being struck, or, equally 
damaging, stick to the die. 

I congratulate you for recognizing the problem and suggesting an 
ingenious solution. 

Peter 




Subj; Re: the splasher 

Date: 6/2/2008 1:38:32 P .M. Central Daylight Time 

Dear Peter: 

I believe that if you put the liquids brass on the St. Patrick planchet you could not turn the planchet upside 
down without spilling off some of the brass. You would not have time or expertise enough to wait until the brass 
hardened and it might not have stuck to the copper and you would not know it. When you turned the planchet 
upside down with the brass on it you could not see the position where you were placing the planchet and it 
would be very difficult to feel because the shape of the brass lump would be different in each situation. This 
leads to a further observation that they were using a drop press which would enable the operator to 
have adequate room to see the intaglio crown and then with his hands place a liquid brass drop on it with the 
tiny ladle you suggest. 

Eric. 


Get trade secrets for amazing burgers. Watch "Cooking with Tyler Florence" on AOL Food. 



Subj; Re: Fwd: visit and photographing coins. 

Date; 6/25/2008 12:20:26 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

Eric, 

Thanks for the phone message and email regarding Dan Freidus's interests and 
capabilities. An electron microprobe attachment to his electron microscope gives him excellent 
qualitative capabilities for analyzing the elemental compositions of very tiny areas on coin 
surfaces. I'll ask him whether he has quantitative capabilities as well. My experience thirty 
years ago with an electron microscope in the physics department suggested that obtaining per 
cent elemental compositions of those small areas was a bit more challenging than using a 
conventional x-ray fluorescence apparatus. But the x-ray fluorescence measurement has to 

be made on a much larger area of the coin. 

There are many problems in ancient and medieval numismatics as well as early American 
coins to which Freidus's apparatus can make important contributions. As an example, it can 
map the heterogeneity of silver-copper alloys, and thus obtain an image of the grain structure 
without any polishing or etching. That can shed valuable light on the casting and rolling 

techniques employed to prepare the flans for silver coins. 

All the best. I hope that you and Evelyn have a great trip to your new New England 

house. 

Peter 

At 11:01 AM 6/25/2008, you wrote: 



Subj; Re: strawberry leaf cents 

Date: 1/5/2009 1:31:57 P.M. Central Standard Time 


Dear Eric, 

I hope that you and Evelyn are enjoying your stay at Martha's Vinyard. We miss you and look forward to 
your return. 

I'd like to talk to you again about the strawberry leaf cents, in light of the sale catalog entry for the specimen 
that will be auctioned today, Jan. 5. 

I have reread Kleeberg’s 1996 COAC paper. I particularly want to ask you about the edge decorations. 
Kleeberg says that they are different on every strawberry leaf piece he has edxamined, and each is different from 
accepted official 1793 mint products. But the entry for the piece being auctioned today states that ehe three 
pieces compared have identical edges, and, most tellingly, match the edge of an accepted mint-struck cent. If 
this is true, it does seem to go a long way toward proving that the strawberry leaf pieces are official mint 
products. I shall be very interested in hearing your current views on this problem. 

In the meantime, warmest regards to Evelyn and you from Carole and Peter. 
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Subj: Mark Twain's words 

Date; 1/3/2011 3:13:11 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From; 

To; 

Eric; 

Here is what I found in a Wikipedia article: 



Mark Twain ; on two occasions the writer was incorrectly feared dead. Though only the second 
case counts as a premature obituary, the first is often erroneously cited as the most famous case: 
In 1897 a journalist was sent to enquire after Twain's health, thinking he was near to death; in fact 
it was his cousin who was very ill. Though (contrary to popular belief) no obituary was published, 
Twain recounted the event in the New York Jou rna l of 2 June 1897, including his famous words 


"The report of my death is an exaggeration" (which is usually misquoted, e.g. as "The rumours of 

my death have been greatly exaggerated", or "Reports of my death are greatly exaggerated"). * 

LLM 


Ml 


• On 4 May 1907, when people lost track of a yacht he was travelling on, the New York Time s 

published an article saying he might have been lost at sea. In fact, the yacht had been held up 
by fog, and Twain had disembarked. Twain read the article, and cleared up the story by writing a 

humorous account in the New York Times the following day. 

The 1907 New York Times piece by Twain is as follows: 


MARK TWAIN INVESTIGATING. 

And If the Report That He's Lost at Sea is So, He'll Let the Public Know. 

Mark Twain was hard ashore and pounding heavily on the front lawn of the Tuxedo Club last night. 
The people of Norfolk, Va., who had taken more interest in him than they had in the big naval 
review at the opening of Jamestown Exposition, were informed of the fact and were breathing 
easily again. 

Mr. Clemens, given up for lost by the host of friends he made in Norfolk on his visit to that city with 
H. H. Rogers aboard the latter's yacht, Kanawha, will be the hero of that Virginia community should 
he ever return there. The fact that the yacht slipped out of Hampton Roads during a fog and started 
north caused the report to spread through Virginia that the Kanawha had not been reported as 
having passed the Capes safely, and the friends of the humorist in the South feared mightily for his 
life. And all the time Mr. Clemens was safe in his rooms in Fifth Avenue. 

Editor Harvey Wilson of The Norfolk Ledger-Dispatch sat up all night with an "extra" ready and with 
his heart in his mouth. He is an old-time admirer of Mark and has "read after him," as they say in 
Virginia, these many years. In the Virginia Club in Norfolk, and in the Westmoreland in Richmond, 
the negro servants were kept busy rushing messages to the telegraph offices, while the most 
expert of the julepers [sic] of the Southland worked their arms off cracking ice and plucking the 
tender leaves of the fragrant herb in the preparation of a certain famous concoction guaranteed to 
dispel sorrow and lighten hearts that are heavy. 

Mr. Clemens heard all this yesterday, but took it calmly. 

"You can assure my Virginia friends," said he, "that I will make an exhaustive investigation of this 
report that I have been lost at sea. If there is any foundation for the report, I will at once apprise the 
anxious public. I sincerely hope that there is no foundation for the report, and I also hope that 
judgment will be suspended until I ascertain the true state of affairs." 

To his friend, Milt. Goodkind of 121 West Forty-second Street, Mr. Clemens sent the following 
telegram as soon as he had read a report from Norfolk telling of the fear there that he was lost on 
the bosom of the briny deep; 

Latitude 43 degrees 5 hours and 41 seconds west by southeast of Central Park West. 
Kanawha heading toward nowhere; terrific cyclone raging; all the houses down in our 
vicinity; trees and telegraph poles interfering with our progress; vessel leaking badly; passed 
a school of whales and several elephants at dawn. Fire Department badly crippled; 
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extension ladder out of commission; water very low; two of our crew lost overboard last evening. 
Please send airship and some bock beer at once; crew starving. 

Deny report that I am dodging Mrs. Eddy or Actor's Fund Fair. Ship sinking; send financial relief at 
once. 

MARK TWAIN. 

Ihope this helps. Peter 



^^fehington University in St Inuis 


Arts & Sciences 


Department of Chemistry 


/ 


/ 




e 



. C.G 




f’af i 



I' / ^ 





Jilt 



hifi 


6 / 






lie. 


y € 




L S'h 





'rmu 



t// 


-ih^u 

^ 



3 





/ 


an 







o 









1/ 



t ki/h 



//y 


^4' 






/ 






nn 



a 


hoi^-ir 





/H^ 





j 


\Ay/n 



* 

Uyf l^c? ^/W 


doh'ir ^cuy\/^iy\/i iuG'i IL/ ^hA 





/ 6 



/ 



<: 


/ / 6 




^ / 




/ /i. 





(a 



1 



0 n^L 







p 

//l 




/) ^ 




/ 



C 






innen 



l^'o- c 


n 


r- Jiv^^/) 








Washington University in St. Louis, Campus Box 1134, One Brookings Drive, St. Louis, Missouri 63130-4899 



Department Phone: (314) 935-6530 


Fax: (314) 935-4481 


http://www.chemistry.wustl.edu 





Jun 02 03 07!32p 


c:r. -2003 


P • 1 


^ 



To 

PETER CASPAR 


I salute my friend Peter Caspar, 

A piece of chemistry way over par 
Who s been teaching 40 years so far 
Classes which are so popular 
novas to molecular. 

His research is quite spectacular 
He also is a numismatic star. 

I am proud to be a co-author 
With such a distinguished educator. 


Eric P. Newman 
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I salute my friend Peter Caspar, 

A piece of chemistry way over par 
Who's been teaching 40 years so far 
Classes which are so popular 
From novas to molecular. 

His research is quite spectacular 
He also is a numismatic star. 


I am proud to be a co-author 


With such a distinguished educator. 


Eric P. Newnan 


